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The XVII Forum “World Heritage and Legacy” addresses the issue of the 

handed down in the sense of transmission over time of generation, at the 

state of knowledge, the material and immaterial heritage that comes from the 

past. A generational commitment to operate, in the cyclical temporal process, 

in order to preserve and protect the cultural heritage; a duty of the present 

generations to deliver to the future generations the legacy of the past at least 

in the same conditions in which it is received. 

A commitment that takes on an even more meaningful significance in a 

historical moment that is crossed by destructive and iconoclastic wars and by 

great migration phenomena involving abandonment of territories undermining 

the identities of places, traditions, material and immaterial culture, which 

characterize the Cultural Landscapes. A re-appropriation by humanity of the 

value of a biological continuity that is traceable in its genetic complexity as 

a custodian and bearer of the memory of the past and, at the same time, 

belonging to those who live in the future by living the present. Moreover, “to 

the state of knowledge” should not be interpreted as a limitation but as an 

exhortation not to live on the position income and above all to remind men that 

they were not “made to live like brutes but to follow virtues and knowledge”. 

Knowledge therefore contains an evolutionary value in the history of progress. 

Where knowledge is substituted by acts or policies conducted by brutal and 

unreasonable actions against Humanity and its Patrimony, a fracture on 

historical continuity is created, which produces a negative value due to the 

great expenditure of economic resources and loss of human values . Therefore, 

in the awareness that the value produced by the past generations, which have 

given us and above all entrusted as heritage to be transmitted to the future is 

not commensurable to the value of time to re-establish and restore continuity 

to the regenerative space of the common good, it is impossible to activate 

more and more moments of reflection and I would say to monitor the behavior 

of supranational cultural policies. 

This in the spirit of inducing to avoid the disastrous temporal intervals that 

involve serious losses of the human heritage, which break the glue that binds 

the generations. Architecture, Cities, Infrastructures and Landscape not only 

represent the form of time but all the disciplines that have contributed to and 

contribute to their characterization. The form of time is the body of a cultural 

program of society and the modification project makes use of the knowledge 

at the date. Economics, mathematics, physics, in one the sciences are 

always traceable in the construction of man’s works, from the simple artifact 

to monumental architectures, to cities, to large infrastructures. In fact, with 

Preface
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the previous sixteen editions of the International Forum “Le Vie dei Mercanti” 

an interdisciplinary community has been created of about 6000 scholars 

and researchers, coming from over 50 Countries of the World. These have 

presented realized projects, theoretical research, good practices, technological 

innovations, which are recognized in the principles and actions to be carried 

out so that the Planet with its species can always adapt itself to the needs of 

humanity in a sustainable reciprocal relationship for the salvation of the same 

Planet. And if Beauty will save the world, the principles and actions shared in 

these sixteen previous years will find with the seventeenth Forum a moment 

of evaluation of the state of art so that they can increasingly reach, interest 

and belong to as many people as possible such as Governments, Institutions, 

Universities, and Enterprises. 

This is to create and disseminate a new Humanism that acts as a generational 

glue through a review of the inheritance concept, or of an ongoing heritage 

formed by resources intended as lot, which, declined as an income statement, 

create solidarity, peace, trust, work with art and quality of life.

For these reasons and for the history of the Forum, I am sure that the scientific 

community will establish a debate in Naples and Capri on 6th, 7th and 8th of 

June which will bring further richness to the discussion among researchers 

who have faced the protection and safeguard of heritage handed down to us 

and the researchers who through their works will be the bearers of the future 

legacy.

Carmine Gambardella

President and Founder of the Forum
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